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Summer Term 2019 
Module Focus
Course Title Public Intervention with Sound | Seminar 
Course Times and Location Thursdays, 15:00 – 19:00 | EIN 112 
Instructors Daisuke Ishida 
Email d.ishida@udk-berlin.de 
 

Public Intervention with Sound is a seminar for artistic praxis, offering an opportunity to reflect and intervene on public space 
and everyday life, with a focus on individually chosen site specific aspects. 
 

As background, we will take a look not only onto sound art in public space such as works by Max Neuhaus, Brian Eno, Bill 
Fontana, Sam Auinger, Peter Cusack, and Georg Klein, but also into the public art discourses from the 1960s to understand their 
context and arguments.  
 
The targeted place for our intervention will be U Nollendorfplatz (U1, U2, U3, U4) in Berlin Schöneberg, where we will exhibit 

the created works at the end of the seminar. 
Nollendorfplatz is a busy intersection of everyday life routine and tourist attraction, a conglomerate of private and public 
transportation, a blend of different social and political circles, while it bears witness of its own past and present. We will explore 
this pulsating crossroads above- and underground for each participant to find an artistic approach. 

 
In this seminar participants will approach their project with the use of the medium sound and gain a deeper understanding of 
public space and art therein.  

 
 

Students need to have read: Kwon, Miwon. One place after another: site-specific art and locational identity. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: MIT Press (2002), chapter 1-3, before the first-class. 
Regular attendance and active participation is necessary.  

Class is limited to 10 students. 
 

2CP (graded: Practice; non-graded: Free Focus): 
1. 10 min presentation about a piece or a person around and about the theme. (A piece can be a piece of art, text, 

performance, music, architecture, etc./ A person can be an artist, theorist, philosopher, politician, architect etc. - When 
talking about a person or a piece, include a bit of background info - when/where s/he was born, the piece was shown, 
etc.), and 

2. Showcasing of the piece (July 2019, date tbd). Exam might take place a week AFTER the completion week (July 8-12))  
 

Course Description 
	

Requirements for attending  
	

Exam / Credit Points 
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4 CP (graded: Practice; non-graded: Free Focus): 
Proper documentation of the piece, including a written statement (max. 1-page A4), a video documentation of the piece (90 sec) 
and documentation of the development process (max 10 pages, photos, sketches, text, audio/video also possible). Due 
November 1, 2019. 

 

 homework Read: Kwon, Miwon. One place after another: site-specific art and locational identity. Cambridge, 
Massachusetts: MIT Press (2002), chapter 1-3 

Thu April 25 Introduction, site visit 
Thu May 2 evaluating the quality and circumstance of the target space, assignment details 

Hw: Assignment 
Thu May 16 Assignment presentation 
Thu June 6 First idea presentation 
Thu June 13 Status update meeting 
Thu June 27 tbd 
Thu July 4 tbd 
tbd exam Showcasing of the pieces (July 2019, date tbd. Exam might take place a week AFTER the completion 

week (July 8-12)) 
 
Site visits and the public performance may take place outside of regular seminar hours. 
 

Kwon, Miwon. One place after another: site-specific art and locational identity. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press (2002) 
 

https://cloud.udk-berlin.de/s/tB2SH8pLfrxgQGH 
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