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Berlin Career College

Sound Studies and Sonic Arts

Summer Term 2019

Module Focus

Course Title Sounding trouble in the Anthropocene | Seminar
Course Times and Location Thursdays, 15:00 — 19:00 | LIE 314
Instructors Gilles Aubry

Email gilaubry8@gmail.com

Course Description

The course is an introduction to contemporary positions on political ecology from various anthropological, feminist and
decolonial perspectives. Via group reading and discussion, we examine the entanglements between environmental crisis, techno-
scientific knowledge, colonial-patriarchal oppression and dominant sonic epistemes. We question problematic abstractions such
as "nature”, “non-humans”, and “sound”, and consider other approaches to be found in differently situated sound art practices
and histories of listening.

The target audience of the seminar are political subjects. Our goal is to get familiarized with the problematics and notions

discussed in the seminar, reflecting one's own practice and positioning.

Requirements for attending

Class is limited to 15 students.

Exam / Credit Points

2CP (graded: Theory; non-graded: Free Focus): Regular attendance and 20" presentation in class

4CP (graded, Theory; non-graded: Free Focus): above plus term paper (8,000 words) due Nov 1, 2019: 4 Credit Points, or
4CP (graded, Practice; non-graded: Free Focus): above plus fixed media audio composition (2 or 4 channels, 6 to 12
minutes) due Nov 1, 2019

25.04, 02.05, 16.05, 06.06, 13.06, 27.06, 04.07, 11.07 (c w)

Supporting Media

Alaimo, Stacy. Bodlily Natures: Science, Environment, and the Material Self. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University
Press, 2010.

Davis, Heather & Turpin, Etienne (eds.). Art in the Anthropocene. London: Open Humanities Press, 2015.

Harraway, Donna. Staying with the Trouble: Making Kin in the Chthulucene. Durham, North Carolina: Duke University Press,
2016.

Helmreich, Stefan. Sounding the Limits of Life - Essays in the Anthropology of Biology and Beyond. Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2016.

Kohn, Eduardo. How forests think. Berkeley and Los Angeles, California: University of California, 2013.

Oliveros, Pauline. Deep Listening: A Composer's Sound Practice. New York: iUniverse, Inc., 2005.

Povinelli, Elizabeth. Geontologies — A requiem to late liberalism. Durham and London: Duke University Press, 2016.

Tsing, Anna. 7he mushroom at the end of the world. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2015.
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