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Summer Term 2019 
Module Focus
Course Title Curatorial Sound Practices | Seminar 
Course Times and Location Thursdays, 15:00 -19:00 | LIE 318 

Instructors Gary Schultz 
Email office@sounds.berlin 
Office Hours and Location upon request 
 

The seminar on Curatorial Sound Practices aims to give students a deeper understanding of the relationship between curatorial 
practices and derivative forms (e.g. mixes, super compilations, internet radio, algorithmic curating, festivals, etc.), and how they 

each have developed in recent years. Meanwhile, it will connect these practices to a broader discourse that, in large part, comes 
from the field of contemporary art: Curatorial Critique, Performing the Exhibition, Creating a Canon, the Artist as Curator, etc. 
 
Each session will include a seminar with a group discussion about weekly listening and reading assignments. These seminars are 
designed to enrich the practical and theoretical framework of musicians, researchers and curators alike, and any combination 

thereof. The course will shed light on how curatorial practices influence both the perception and the creation of sound works 
(e.g. how artists already use curatorial techniques). On the other hand, it will become clear that the tools and responsibilities of a 
curator might come from many other fields outside the medium of sound (e.g. visualization, writing, theory, web design, 
exhibition design, etc.). Therefore, by gaining a solid foundation of what it means to be a curator from the perspective of 

contemporary art (where the discourse is much more developed than in sound), students will have a greater body of curatorial 
options to draw from, as well as a range of topics from which to articulate a critique (as an audience member) or to position 
their work. 
 

The class is limited to 12 students.  
 

2 CP (non-graded: all modules): Assigned listenings and readings, and regular attendance (with participation). 
 
4 CP - Option 1 (graded: Practice; non-graded: Free Focus): Assigned listenings and readings, regular attendance (with 
participation) and a mix or a mix-like piece (i.e. catalogs, super comps, curated internet radio station) of approximately 1 hour in 
duration (or which is generative), accompanied by a theoretical text (2,000 words) that clarifies the context and form of the 
work, due Nov. 1, 2019. Project proposals are due the week of June 11, 2019 and must be approved. 

 
4 CP - Option 2 (graded: Theory; non-graded: Free Focus): Assigned listenings and readings, regular attendance (with 
participation), and a detailed analysis of a large-scale curatorial practice (i.e. festivals, background music, radio stations, etc.), 
accompanied by an interview with a relevant curator, musician or artist and a theoretical text (total of 4,000 words including the 
interview and analysis) that contextualizes and gives further insight into the analysis and interview, due Nov. 1, 2019. Project 

proposals are due the week of June 11, 2019 and must be approved. 

Course Description 
	

Exam / Credit Points 
	
	

Attendance 
	
	

https://www.udk-berlin.de/studium/sound-studies-and-sonic-arts-master-of-arts/faculty-staff/guest-faculty/garry-schultz/
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Thu 25.04 Mixes / Super Comps / Catalog Pieces / Archives 
Reading:  
What is a Curator? / Claire Bishop 
https://idea.ro/revista/?q=en/node/41&articol=468 
Situating Marcel Broodthaers's Final Exhibitions / Cathleen Chaffee 
https://zs.thulb.uni-
jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00233936/Manifesta_journal_7_2009_2010_0022.tif?logicalDiv=j
portal_jparticle_00315958 

 
Thu 02.05 Mixes / Collages / Sound Maps / Sonification 

Reading: 
Postproduction / Nicolas Bourriaud 
Archives: Monuments or Documents? / Francesco Manacorda 
An Interview with Arlette Farge / Francesco Manacorda, Hans Ulrich Obrist 
https://zs.thulb.uni-
jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00237649/Manifesta_journal_6_2005_0009.TIF 
 

Thu 16.05 Indeterminacy / Generative music / Background music 
Reading: 
The Art of Curating and the Curating of Art / Jens Hoffmann 
https://zs.thulb.uni-jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00233823/Manifesta_journal_5_2005_0040. 
TIF?logicalDiv=jportal_jparticle_00315048 
Dispersion / Seth Price 

 
Thu 06.06 Radio / Internet Radio / Streaming Platforms / Curated Playlists 

Reading: 
Mark Leckey, UniAddDumThs (2014–15) / Elena Filipovic 
https://www.kunsthallebasel.ch/wp-content/uploads/TAAC_N_8_PDF_web.pdf 
Towards a Ghostly Agency: A Few Speculations on Collaborative and Collective Curating / Magalí 
Arriola 
https://zs.thulb.uni-
jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00233938/Manifesta_journal_8_2009_10_0012.TIF  
 

Thu 13.06. Concerts / Installations / Exhibitions / * Proposals due 
Reading: 
Come Together: The Artist and the Curator / Huib Haye van der Werf 
https://zs.thulb.uni-jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00233823/Manifesta_journal_5_2005_0025. 
TIF?logicalDiv=jportal_jparticle_00315045 

 
Thu 27.06 Concert Series / Festivals / Labels 

Reading: 
Artists and Curators as Authors – Competitors, Collaborators, or Team-workers? 
http://www.on-curating.org/issue-19-reader/artists-and-curators-as-authors-competitors-collaborators-
or-team-workers.html#.XGwH1ZNKg8Y	
 

Schedule 
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Thu 04.07 Group workshop: discussing projects 
Reading: 
Teaching Curatorship? - Robert Fleck 
https://zs.thulb.uni-jena.de/rsc/viewer/jportal_derivate_00233815/Manifesta_journal_4_2004_ 
0014.TIF 
 

 

Filipovic, Elena. Artist As Curator. Verlag der Buchhandlung Walther Konig (2018). 
Lockwood, Annea. Sound Map of the Hudson River. Lovely Music, Ltd. (1989/2003) CD. 
Palestine, Charlemagne. Jamaica Heinekens in Brooklyn. Barooni (1999) CD.  
 

Andrew Pekler - Pianos in the Wild 
Lucrecia Dalt - Ashes 

Mark Leckey - Untitled (Easy to be Hard) 
Tom Johnson - Chord Catalog 
Hey Exit - Every Recording of Gymnopedie 1 
Luc Ferrari - Petite Symphonie Intuitive Pour Un Paysage De Printemps. 
Charlemagne Palestine - Jamaica Heinekens in Brooklyn 

Annea Lockwood - Sound Map of the Hudson River 
Helen Mirra and Ernst Karel - Maps of Parallels 41ºN and 49ºN 
Glenn Gould - The Idea of North 
Juniper Foam - Grid for the Modern World 
Cashmere Radio 

SAVVY Funk 

Supporting Media 
	
	

Suggested Listening 
	
	


