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Call for Papers

Under the title

“Out of the Blue: From the Provisional to Improvisation — Strategic Action under

Conditions of Uncertainty”

at the HKW: the Haus der Kulturen der Welt (House of World Cultures) in Berlin
27-29 October 2017

the Berlin University of the Arts is calling for the submission of contributions to a symposium.

Improvisation takes place in all different contexts and on all different scales: in small,
manageable situations (provisional solutions in a household), as well as with regards to
important transnational problems in open-ended contexts and under uncertain conditions.
The spectrum is large: ranging from emergency measures to high art, from
preparing/providing (“provisio/providere”) to improving/refining.
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The symposium “Out of the Blue” creates the framework for a trans-disciplinary dialogue
between art and society. The aim is to identify and elaborate the characteristic features of
improvisation and/or provisional solutions and to make them visibly useful for all in the sense
of a generally applicable strategy. In this connection, we define three horizons of improvisa-
tional action that are reflected in three levels of analysis:

1. The level of the specific conditions under which provisional solutions arise and the
specific forms that they adopt;

2. The level of the social and political conditions that create system-dependent
insecurity, thus forcing people to find creative, high-performance solutions in their
work and lives;

3. The level of the expansion of conventional concepts of action toward new conceptions
of situational, environmentally-conscious, and intuitively anticipatory action.

The contributions to the conference can relate to the three different above-mentioned levels:

e concrete and practical level: implemented projects, techniques, the history of
successful and unsuccessful provisional solutions in a wide-range of disciplines,
concrete occasions for improvisation in highly-varied contexts

¢ analytical level: discussion of various facets of the topic: e.g. ideas, required
creativity, political conditions of improvisation, critique of the strategy of improvisation

e visionary level: The aspect of preparation, of the right moment (kairos), synergies,
fundamental ethical attitudes, responsible action.

The focus is on the different disciplinary perspectives on the subject. Accordingly, contribu-
tions should be so conceived as to presuppose as little specialised disciplinary knowledge as
possible, such that persons from outside the discipline are able to follow them. Inter- and/or
trans-disciplinary exchange on the topic of improvisation makes it possible for all participants
to see the day-to-day tools of their trade in a new light, to share techniques, experiences and
background knowledge, and thereby to facilitate learning from one another. In this way, con-
texts can be critically questioned, unsuspected potential for innovation can be discovered,
and unexpected synergies can be exploited.

Questions to be discussed at the symposium take their orientation from the three
above-mentioned horizons:

e What forms and strategies and understanding of the provisional and of improvising
are to be found in different contexts, disciplines and milieus? In science and art,
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in politics and culture, in architecture and engineering? But also in medicine, civil
protection and social work? Where are interesting examples to be found?
¢ What forms and strategies and understanding of the provisional and of improvising
are to be found in different cultures and different political and economic frameworks?
o What process-related details can be elaborated and what can be learned from them?
e Can a core strategy be elaborated and what is the relation of improvisation and/or
working with provisional solutions to urgent social issues and contexts?

Contributions can take the following forms:

e Active participation in the panel/plenary discussions (“Stories of the
Provisional/Improvisation”)

e Short 10-minute talks on one of the above-mentioned topics
An approximately 10-minute presentation of a provisional solution or improvisation
(artwork, film, dance performance, etc.)

e Theoretical-analytical and empirical research-related contributions in the form of
30-40 minute talks

e Proposals for workshops to be held at the symposium / direction and organisation of a
thematic workshop (approximately 2 hours)

e Other suitable sorts of contribution can also be proposed in the submission.

The working languages for the conference are German and English.

Accepted contributions will be published in a peer-reviewed online publication. It is possible
to submit abstracts solely for the publication (without participation in the symposium). Please
send your abstracts (around 2000-3000 characters including spaces and not counting
bibliography), as well as a half-page providing your address and a brief academic CV, by 1
July 2017 to: Dr. Margit Schild, ma.schild@udk-berlin.de.

We will respond to all submissions by the beginning of August 2017. An honorarium will be
paid to all presenters that are accepted, and accommodation / travel and other expenses will
be reimbursed.

Team:

Artistic Director: Dr. Margit Schild

Prof. Nik Haffner, Prof. Dr. Jan Verwoert, Antje Havemann, Carina Krause, Lena Loose,
Hannah Wiener.

Further information on the conference can be found at https://www.udk-
berlin.de/en/research/bas/news/out-of-the-blue-from-the-provisional-to-improvisation-
strategies-for-action-in-an-uncertain-age/

The website will be updated regularly.
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