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As Al infiltrates everyday life its systems increasingly determine human knowledge and
behaviours. Search engine queries, autocomplete, autocorrect, personalized aides and chatbots
mediate our every uncertainty and apparently ‘solve’ our problems. Yet these processes have
worrying consequences. Who gets to make the narratives of Al? Who suffers the consequences of
its immense analysis? Who are the technical outcasts of its limited learnings? Al threatens to
extend the hegemony of binary heteronormative gender conceptions and western values across
the globe, colonising the internet with perceptions, practices and probabilities. Intersectional
gender bias in Al is not a simple matter of unintentional technical glitches. Its implicit and explicit
deeds of design generate dangerously dominant probabilities which will ultimately determine how
we perceive past and present.

This project explored the ways in which digital systems automate and reinforce histories of
intersectional exclusion and aimed to demonstrate and instantiate counternarratives to this
process. It asked the question: How can the intersection of the critical humanities and practice-
based artistic research methods be applied to explore, intervene, disrupt, play with and challenge
biased systems, prototyping alternative narratives?
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Workshop ‘Intersectional Bias in Al’ / June 2015

A theory-practice workshop held in Berlin in June 2025 at the Einstein Center Digital Future brought
together Berlin and Oxford-based researchers to explore bias in Al from a range of interdisciplinary,
critical perspectives, enabling the project partners to share different perspectives, and to discuss
topics and tactics for exploring alternative Al inspired by areas such as women’s writing, Fluxus and
Dada, Data- and Glitch Feminism. The findings from the workshop resulted in the co-developed
alternative Al system Composing Cyborgs.

Participants: Prof. Christine Gerrard (LMH, University of Oxford), Prof. Kathryn Eccles (Oxford
Internet Institute), Prof. Michelle Christensen (Berlin Open Lab, UdK Berlin), Prof. Florian Conradi
(Berlin Open Lab, UdK Berlin & FU Berlin), Prof. Gesche Joost (Berlin Open Lab, UdK Berlin),
Prof. Dr. Annette Lehmann (FU Berlin & metalAB), Ines Weigand (PhD student, UdK Berlin,
Weizenbaum Institute).

Composing Cyborgs — An Offline Al System

Based on an unmoderated version of the Mistral LLM, this tool enables users to curate their own
epistemic worlds, introducing personal archives, marginalised cultural materials, or overlooked
knowledge systems into the model, reshaping what the system knows and —crucially — how it
speaks. By drawing on years of private correspondence, nineteenth-century women’s poetry, or
non-Western Indigenous knowledge (for example), the tool allows alternative histories and
imaginaries to become the ground of computation. Once alternative datasets are uploaded, the
system enters into dialogue with the user, allowing them to generate texts ranging from short
stories, plays and poetry, to manifestos, as well as generating images and sound. Data connections
and algorithmic sensemaking is rendered visible through an interactive mapping interface, making
processes of selection, transformation, and interpretation transparent in contrast to commercial
black-box systems. Functions such as the integrated systems prompt allow users to adapt the
gaze of the model, while setting the ‘temperature’ on the tool decides the level of co-creativity of
the machine in producing the systems output.

Inspired by feminist technologies, this system functions as a fully offline Al, running on a local

device without an active internet connection. As the processing happens solely on the local
hardware, all data remains completely private and cannot be extracted for commercial purposes.
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Presentations, Seminars and Exhibitions

Seminars 2025-2026:

The offline Al system has been put in practice in seminars with interdisciplinary groups of students
from the UdK Berlin, TU Berlin, FU Berlin and HS Anhalt (Dessau), with backgrounds in product
design, fashion design, integrated design, philosophy, and culture and media studies. The seminars
and workshops explored intersectional bias and critical engagement with Al systems, including
applied experiments with the Composing Cyborgs system. They delved into locating current critical
phenomena in a complex and constantly changing digital landscape, and in a series of artistic
experiments, students explored prototyping alternative narratives with offline generative Al.

» Block seminar ‘Bias + Al — Composing Critique’ / October 2025

BA & MA Product and Fashion Design and the university-wide interdisciplinary Studium Generale,
UdK Berlin & BA Culture and Technology, TU Berlin

» Studio class ‘A.l. Ambiguous Intelligence’ / October 2025 - February 2026

MA Culture and Media Management, FU Berlin and metaLAB(at)FU Berlin

 Studio class ‘Politics of Design — Per/forming Critique’ / April - July 2026

MA Integrated Design, Anhalt University, Dessau

Figure 5
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Exhibitions, Collaborations & Presentations 2025-2026:

Panel at ‘Oxford Berlin Research Partnership Symposium’/ September 2025

Christine Gerrard, Kathryn Eccles and Florian Conradi furthermore discussed the topic and the
project on the panel ‘Innovation, Al and the Arts’ at the ‘4th symposium of the Oxford Berlin
Research Partnership: Innovation — pathways to societal impact’.

Exhibition ‘A.l. Ambiguous Intelligence’ at ECDF Berlin / February - June 2026

Several student projects were exhibited and presented at the Einstein Center Digital Future
within the exhibition ‘A.l. Ambiguous Intelligence’, including a glossary of new words invented

by the system and a performative reading, a robot arm programmed by the system to move as a
materialisation of itself, and a live music performance conceived with the system and inspired
by John Cage. The exhibition took place in collaboration with the ECDF, the FU Berlin and
metalLAB (at)FUBerlin.

Exploring ‘Animist AlI’ with Anani Sanouvi / February - June 2026

Experiments with the conception of an ‘animist AlI’ were carried out in collaboration with
Togolese transmedia artist and artistic researcher Anani Dodji Sanouvi, feeding the system
animist perspectives on naturecultures captured through the transcription of extensive verbal
conversations.

Workshop ‘Al Circus — Performing Bauhaus’/ May 2026

Workshop with students from the MA Integrated Design at the Anhalt University of Applied
Sciences in Dessau and MA Culture and Media Management at the FU Berlin, Berlin Open Lab,
UdK Berlin.

Exhibition ‘Flip | Beat | Shape’, Bauhaus Dessau Foundation / September 2026

Students are experimenting with the system in the framework of the studio class ‘Politics of
Design — Per/forming Critique’ taking place at the international master’s program in Integrated
Design (MAID) at the Anhalt University of Applied Sciences in Dessau & juxtaposed seminar at
the FU Berlin in the study program Culture-Media Management. Results will be shown/performed
during the exhibition ‘Flip | Beat | Shape’, 4 — 5t of Sept. 2026 at the Bauhaus Dessau Foundation
during 2026 Bauhaus Festival commemorating 100 years of Bauhaus Dessau. As an alternative
narration to current generative Al, the critical interactive more-than-human performance aims to
dissolve the boundaries of human/machine and audience/acting.
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Outlook and Future Collaboration

The scale and diversity of possibilities revealed through these early experiments have motivated
the development of a longer-term, more structured project capable of sustaining the collaboration
and fostering the emergence of new theories, methods, and forms of critical engagement with Al.
In February 2026, the application ‘Critical Ghosts in the Machine: Alternative Intelligence (Al) in
Practice’was submitted to the DGF/AHRC UK-German Funding Initiative in the Humanities for

a 3-year research project.
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Christine Gerrard is a professor of eighteenth-century literature and culture at the University of
Oxford and Director of TORCH, the Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities. She works across
the fields of philosophy, history and the visual arts, with a strong interest in feminist approaches to
societal constructions of identity. Her current projects include ‘Inspiring Voices: Poetry, Heritage
and Community’, with English Heritage; a project on how global humanities can engage with local
communities in the interests of social equity; and she is co-editing a volume, The Future of the
University as well as completing The Oxford History of Poetry: The Eighteenth Century. Smaller
pilot projects include working with the Chipping Norton Theatre on a radical revisioning of Moby
Dick and with The Thelmas on a version of Behn’s The Rover exploring representations of
violence towards women on the stage.

Kathryn Eccles is Associate Professor and Senior Research Fellow at the Oll, where she co-
leads the Culture, Creativity and Technology Research Group. Her work explores the intersection
of digital technology, culture, and heritage, investigating how tools such as XR and Al can
enhance engagement with museum collections and cultural heritage. As the Principal Investigator
of the Cabinet project, she developed interactive 3D and XR digital tools to support virtual
handling and object-based learning. She has also explored the role and impact of social media
and crowdsourcing on public engagement with museum and heritage collections. Her most recent
project, Al is not Photography (2024-5), is researching uses of Al in cultural production. Since
2026, she is the Deputy Director of the Oxford Internet Institute.

Michelle Christensen co-heads the research group Design, Diversity and New Commons at the
UdK Berlin in the framework of the Weizenbaum Institute, and teaches as a visiting professor at
the international Master's program in Integrated Design at the Anhalt University of Applied
Sciences in Dessau. From 2019-2026 she was a visiting professor of Open Science & Critical
Culture at the Technische Universitat Berlin and the Einstein Center Digital Future. Her research,
teaching and experimental design practice focus on feminist/queer, decolonial and
postanthropocentric approaches to design. Since 2015 she is a member of the Board of
International Research in Design at Birkhauser, since 2024 she is a Principal Investigator in the
research cluster Matters of Activity at the Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, and in 2023 she joined
the board of directors of the Einstein Center Digital Future in Berlin.

Florian Conradi is a designer and researcher, combining critical theory and design as an
approach to critical practice. Currently, he co-heads the research group Design, Diversity and
New Commons at the Berlin University of the Arts in the framework of the Weizenbaum Institute,
and teaches as a visiting professor for Design Research and Critical Design within the MA
program Culture and Media Management at the Institute for Theater Studies, Freie Universitat
Berlin. Since 2024 he is a Principal Investigator in the research cluster Matters of Activity at the
Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, and in 2025 he joined metaLAB(at)FU Berlin in collaboration with
metalLAB(at)Harvard as a Principal Investigator.

Gesche Joost, Professor of Design Research at the Berlin University of the Arts, is a researcher,
founder, political advisor and tech consultant. She focuses her work on the digital transformation
and its implications on our society both in her research practice and on the policy level. She runs
a research lab at the German Research Centre for Artificial Intelligence specialized in human-
computer-interaction and wearable computing and is part of the Weizenbaum Institute in Berlin.
From 2014 to 2018, she served as the German government’s Federal Internet ambassador to the
European Commission. In 2016, she founded Calliope gGmbH, a non-for-profit organization
offering digital learning to children. Since 2024, she is the president of the Goethe Institute.
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